
THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTHDOWNS ORIENTEERS

1.
Title and Purpose

1.1
The club shall be called ‘Southdowns Orienteers’ hereinafter referred to as the Club.

1.2
The purpose of the Club shall be to encourage and promote the sport of orienteering in Sussex.

2.
Affiliation


The club shall be affiliated to the British Orienteering Federation and the South Eastern Orienteering Association and shall abide by their rules and regulations and help further their objectives.

3.
Management

3.1
The Principal Officers of the Club shall be a Chairperson, a Secretary and a Treasurer, hereinafter referred to as the Principal Officers.  These Principal Officers will be elected at each AGM.  If a vacancy occurs for a Principal Officer before the AGM an election may be held at the next club meeting provided that at least two weeks notice of the said election is given to all Club Members.  The Chairperson and Secretary may not serve in those posts for more than three consecutive years.  The Treasurer may not serve in that post for more than six consecutive years.  Regardless of post held, a member may not hold posts as a Principal Officer for more than six consecutive years which must be followed by a break of at least three consecutive years from serving as a Principal Officer.

3.2
Other Officials will be decided upon and elected at each AGM.  No Member shall hold the same office for more than six consecutive years.  If a vacancy occurs before the AGM a Member may be appointed as a Non-Principal Officer by invitation.

3.3
A nomination form for the election of Club Officials will be sent out with the Notice and Agenda of the AGM.  The nomination form will indicate officers standing for re-election and the number of meetings attended by all officers.

4.
Meetings

4.1
There shall be a General Meeting held annually between March 1 and May 1st  for which a quorum shall be at least 20 paid-up voting Members of the Club.  Notice and Agenda of the Meeting shall be given at least four weeks in advance to all Club Members.  A record of those attending and their discussions shall be kept.

4.2
An Extra-ordinary General Meeting may be called by the Principal Officers of the Club or by written application to the secretary, which states the reason for the Meeting and is supported by 10% of the total paid-up voting Members of the Club.  At least four weeks notice of the date, purpose and place of meeting shall be given by the Secretary to all Members of the Club.  A quorum shall be at least 20 paid-up voting Members of the Club.  A record of those attending and their discussion shall be kept.

4.3
There will be a Club Meeting at least every other month for which a quorum shall be six Members, of whom at least one must be a Principal Officer of the Club.  A record of those attending and their discussion shall be kept.

5
Finance

5.1
The Club financial year shall run from January 1st to December 31st.  Club accounts shall be submitted to the AGM following audit by a qualified accountant.  All cheques written against the Club shall be signed by any two Principal Officers.

5.2
In the event of the dissolution of the Club all assets are to be transferred unconditionally to the British Orienteering Federation.

6
Membership

6.1
The Club shall be open to any person interested in orienteering.  The Principal Officers will however reserve the right to withdraw membership from any persons deemed to be acting in a manner detrimental to orienteering.  The Principal Officers will give notice of their intent to the Members, who shall have the right to make representations to the Club.

6.2
Age grouping of Club Members shall be as defined by the British Orienteering Federation.

6.3
Club Membership fees are due on the first of January.  Membership fees for the following year will be proposed to the Club Meeting in February, for acceptance at the AGM.  If necessary the fees may be amended at the Club Meeting in October.

6.4
Payment of Membership fees entitles individuals over the age of ten, to one vote at Club Meetings.  No proxy votes will be allowed.

6.5
Members may join the Club as Individual, Family or Group Members and as either Club or BOF Members.

6.6
Life Members may be appointed at an AGM.

7.
Alterations to the Constitution

 
Alterations to the Constitution require a simple majority at an AGM or EGM.

8.
Implementation Date


This Constitution shall come into effect and replaces the existing Constitution from 18 May 1996

